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Il mio bel foco
 
My fire of love,
however far 
or near I might be,
never changing,
will always be burning 
for you, dear eyes.
That flame which kindled me
is so pleased with my soul
that it never dies.
And if fate entrusts me to you,
lovely rays of my beloved sun,
my soul will never be able
to long for any other light.
Translation © Bertram Kottmann
Bleuet
Young man of twenty, who has seen such horrible things, 
what do you think about the men of your childhood? 
You know bravery and cunning. 
You've seen death face to face more than a hundred times 
and you don't know what life is. 
Pass on your boldness to those who come after you. 
Young man, you are joyful but your memory is bloody. 
Your soul is stained red with joy. 
You have absorbed the life of those who died beside you. 
You are decisive. 
It's five o'clock in the afternoon and you will know how to die, 
if not better than your elders, 
at least more piously 
because you know death better than life. 
Ah, sweetness of the past, immemorial slowness.
Translation © Faith J. Cormier
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Il mio bel foco
 
My fire of love,
however far 
or near I might be,
never changing,
will always be burning 
for you, dear eyes.
That flame which kindled me
is so pleased with my soul
that it never dies.
And if fate entrusts me to you,
lovely rays of my beloved sun,
my soul will never be able
to long for any other light.
Translation © Bertram Kottmann
Bleuet
Young man of twenty, who has seen such horrible things, 
what do you think about the men of your childhood? 
You know bravery and cunning. 
You've seen death face to face more than a hundred times 
and you don't know what life is. 
Pass on your boldness to those who come after you. 
Young man, you are joyful but your memory is bloody. 
Your soul is stained red with joy. 
You have absorbed the life of those who died beside you. 
You are decisive. 
It's five o'clock in the afternoon and you will know how to die, 
if not better than your elders, 
at least more piously 
because you know death better than life. 
Ah, sweetness of the past, immemorial slowness.
Translation © Faith J. Cormier
